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Revival – America’s Only Hope

Jeremiah 5: 30-31

Text Scripture:
Jeremiah 5:30 A wonderful (astonishing – me) and horrible thing is committed in the land; 

31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?

Intro:
· The text scripture I have read was written regarding the actions of the Jews in Jeremiah’s time

· It could have been just as easily written about America today

· If fact, it could have just as easily have been written about you and me!

Note what that passage says:

1. The scripture identifies the actions of God’s people (not unbelievers) as astonishing and horrible

2. It states that the prophets prophesy falsely

3. It states the priests (pastors) rule by their own authority

4. Amazingly, it states that the people – God’s Chosen people – love to have it so!

If this is not a picture of Christianity in America today, I don’t know what is!

We have lived to see the prophecy of William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, fulfilled:

He said:

· “The chief danger that confronts the coming century will be religion without the Holy Ghost, 

· Christianity without Christ, 

· forgiveness without repentance,

· salvation without regeneration, 

· politics without God, 

· and heaven without hell.”

May I submit to you that’s where we are in America today?

2 Timothy 3:1 – 9 says it this way, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 

9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.”

We are there!

And as I stand before you today I do so by pleading with you to realize that revival is not just a “good choice” for America.  It is not just a “desirable choice.”  It is not just a “smart choice.”  It is in fact - America’s ONLY choice.
If we do not experience genuine, heaven sent, Holy Ghost filled revival – we will perish!

I am convinced that as was said of the Children of Israel in Judges 2:10, “And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel,” we too have raised a generation that doesn’t know the Lord!

We have reached the point that Paul spoke about to young Timothy: 2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  

We are there!
After the text scripture states the plight of the people, it then asks a question.  It asks:  But what will you do in the end?

One day we will stand before God and give an account of our actions, both as individual Christians and as a church.

How will we respond when God asks us:  When the prophets were “prophesying falsely” and the pastors were leading in “their” power, what did you do?
· Today, we are at a crossroad

· The ship called “The Church” will never sink – but she is listing

· What will we do to right her?

· How do we right her?

· What is the key to personal and corporate revival in America today?

1:  We Remember Our Purpose

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Luke 14:23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

ILLUSTRATION:

· On their first day on the job, a Fire Captain lined-up a bunch of rookie firemen in front of the fire house

· He began to talk with them

· He asked the first, “What is your hobby?”

· He replied, “Well sir, I enjoy cooking and have pretty good culinary skills.” 

· “Good!” replied the Captain.  “You assignment will be to cook for the shift.”
· He asked the second what his hobbies were. “Well sir,” he replied.  “I’m pretty good at Internet Technologies.”

· “Good!” replied the captain.  “Your assignment will be to keep the computers at the station up and running in good order.”

· He asked another about his hobby.  He replied, “Well sir, I like doing yard work.”

· “Good!” replied the captain.  “Your assignment will be to keep the yard at the station in good order.” 

· Then the captain circled back to the first rookie and asked, “What did I tell you your job was?”

· To which he responded, “To cook for the shift, sir!”

· The captain then bellows at him, “No!  I did not tell you that was your “job!”  I told you that was your “assignment.”  

· YOUR JOB IS TO FIGHT FIRES!!!”

And so it is with us!!!

· We have mistaken an assignment from God to preach, sing, teach, serve as a deacon, or some other assignment - as our JOB!

· Our job as Christians is to win others to Jesus!

· It never changes!

How do we right this listing ship?

1:  We Remember Our Purpose

2:  We Give Our Purpose the Right Priority

I discovered some shocking statistics that confirmed to me that as Christians, we are not giving our purpose the right priority.

· Not long ago I attended a Pregnancy Center Banquet.  

· The speaker stated that last year there was 466 abortions last year in Troup County, Georgia (The County where I live)

· A night or two later the association where I serve as Director of Missions had its Annual meeting.

· I looked in the Digest of Letters

· And granted, some of our churches didn’t report, but of the churches that reported, they only reported 240 baptisms last year.

· What is wrong with that picture?

· 466 abortions and 240 baptisms!

We’re in trouble!

· Seven million one hundred thousand - That’s the number of people in Georgia who do not know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.    

· There are ten million residents of the State of Georgia.  

· So, simple math teaches us that seven out of every ten people, or seventy percent of the population of Georgia, do not know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  

· Sobering, isn’t it?

Revival is the Only Hope for America!

ILLUSTRATION: (Right Priority!)

· I heard an illustration the other day about a medical missionary, an eye doctor, who treated a Maasai Warrior in Kenya.  

· Maasai Warriors often grow to be over seven feet tall and are known for their tremendous warrior abilities.  

· This particular warrior had cataracts and was almost blind.  

· When the doctor removed them, the warrior’s vision was returned to near 20/20. 

· The warrior simply disappeared after the procedure without even saying thank you to the doctor.  

· This upset the doctor; however, about three days later, the warrior walked into the camp with a vine over his shoulder, leading five more blind Maasai Warriors who were clinging to the vine.  He was bringing them to the doctor!  

· God forgive us!  

· This is what we have lost as churches.  

· Our purpose is to give sight to the Spiritually blind that they may bring others to the same miracle.  

· The words to the old song, Amazing Grace resonate in my heart today, “I once was blind, but now I see.”  

· As churches, we have let this get away from us.

· This is the revival we need – where folk who have had their Spiritual eyes opened go into the hedges and byways and bring other blind folk to Jesus!

How do we right this listing ship?

1:  We Remember Our Purpose

2:  We Give Our Purpose the Right Priority

3:  We Do What We Do For Jesus With Passion

· A man who was a survivor of the Titanic stood in the pulpit giving his testimony

· He tells of a Christian man named John Harper who was on the Titanic with him

· For quite some time John Harper had been witnessing to him about Jesus

· Each time he rebuffed him

· As the Titanic sank he and John Harper were among the passengers in the water

· He was in a full life raft while John Harper held onto a board

· John drifted by him and called out, “Are you saved yet?  Do you know Jesus?”

· To which he replied, “Not yet!”

· The waves separated them for awhile

· John drifted back by him and called out, “Are you saved yet?  Do you know Jesus?”

· To which he responded, “Not yet.”
· Again, the waves pushed them apart

· However, a third time John Harper drifted by him

· This time the frigid cold water was taking its effect on John

· In a much weaken voice he called out, “Are you saved yet?  Do you know Jesus?”
· And with that John Harper succumb to death

· With tears running down his cheeks the man looked at the audience and said, “I want you to know today that you are looking at John Harper’s last convert!

· John Harper was passionate about sharing Jesus!

· Will there be any converts because of your passion for sharing Jesus?

How do we right this listing ship?

1:  We Remember Our Purpose

2:  We Give Our Purpose the Right Priority

3:  We Do What We Do For Jesus With Passion

4:  By Insuring There is a Spiritual Point to What We Are Doing

· I heard a story the other day about a State Fair

· One of the exhibits was: The Futuristic Machine
· It was a large machine made out of shiny stainless steel and aluminum

· It had thousands of parts that moved, buzzed, and whirred!

· It was an impressive sight

· It had a sign in front of it that read: “It doesn’t do anything, but doesn’t it work well?” (Oh church!!!)  We’re there!

I heard another story about a church that challenged all its ministries to do something EVANGELISTIC!

· The crochet club decided their “evangelist effort” would be to crochet covers for the Kleenex boxes at the retirement home.

· While that’s nice – we’re not in the business of “doing nice stuff!”   We’re in the business of “leading folks to Jesus!”
I heard about a school that was absorbed into another school because of budget restraints and low attendance

· Football was a passion for the school.  However, when they merged schools they lost their football team

· The players and cheerleaders were integrated into the new schools team

· One day the cheerleaders approached the principal with an idea

· The old school gym was still operable

· They still had all their old cheerleading uniforms and megaphones

· So they asked the principal if it would it be okay for anybody that wanted to, to gather at the old gym for a pep rally

· The principal responded, “Well, I supposed there would be no harm in it.”

· So, once a week the people would gather and the cheerleaders would lead a pep rally for a team that no longer existed!

· Oh, church!  We are there!!!  In many churches the team disbanded long ago.  All that’s left is cheerleaders leading cheers for what is now – only a memory!

Close:
Revival begins with you!

What is the key to personal and corporate revival in America today?
1:  Remembering Our Purpose

2:  Giving Our Purpose the Right Priority

3:  Doing What We Do For Jesus With Passion

4:  And Insuring There is a Spiritual Point to What We Are Doing
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