10

The Emptying Before the Filling

2nd Kings 4: 1-7

Text Scripture:
2 Kings 4:1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.

2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil.

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. 

4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.

5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed.

​7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.

​​Intro:

1. In the text scripture I have read in your hearing, many things are in play:

2. Elisha is the head of a “Guild” or “association” of prophets and their wives – perhaps not too dissimilar to a seminary today

3. One of his students has died – (God’s people are NOT exempt from life!)

4. The student’s wife is now a widow

5. She has two sons to raise

6. Her husband has died and left her in debt   (She owed a debt she had no visible means to pay!)

7. The creditor is on his way to collect on the debt – and her failure to pay means her two sons, who were used as collateral for the debt, will be taken into slavery to satisfy the debt!

8. Now, not knowing what else to do, (In an act of desperation) she turns to the preacher and tells him her plight.

9. Elisha then takes an inventory.  He asks her what she has in the house.  She replies, “Nothing, except a pot of oil.”
10. Elisha then gives her instructions:  Go borrow every vessel, pot, jug, and every kind of empty vessel you can from you neighbors.  Get just as many as you can!   

11. Put them in a room, go in, shut the door behind you, and start pouring oil from your vessel into these empty vessels.  When one fills, set it aside, and fill another!

12. She did this until every empty vessel was filled.

13. She then went to the Man of God and told him what had happened – and he told her to sell the oil, pay the creditor, and for her and her sons to live off the rest!

Now folks, that’s the God I serve!

And I believe with all my heart that God has burdened me with this sermon – to set the tone and tenor for this church to experience the revival you seek!

To experience the revival you seek, realize:

1:  Emptiness Always Precedes a Filling

If you don’t hear any other thing I say tonight, or any other preacher says this week, church, hear this:  God loves to fill empty things!

But hear another thing – sometimes the “emptying process” we must go through – is very “painful!” 

Before this woman, a Godly woman, one who had devoted her life to God, could experience the miracle I read to you – “she must first go through a very painful emptying process!” 
· It cost her – her husband

· It cost her – her finances

· It cost her – hope! 


· Poverty

· Couldn’t provide for her sons!

· Required she surrender everything she had – HER LAST BOTTLE OF OIL!


· It cost her - her pride!  


· All her neighbors knowing she was about to lose her sons to the creditor!

· Going to the preacher and baring her soul to him

· Running up and down the streets “like a crazy woman” – borrowing empty vessels!


· She was as empty as empty could be!

But consider this:  Could it be that “her great emptiness” meant God had her right where He wanted her?  (Repeat!)

She could not experience the “Great Filling” God had in store for her – without first experiencing her “Great Emptying!” 
ILLUSTRATION:

· Church, for the past couple of years, you have been walking through a “Great Emptying!”
· I have personally walked with you through portions of it

· For whatever the reason, and there is blame enough for all to share –
· You’ve witnessed your congregation shrink in size
· You’ve watched your finances dwindle

· You watched as somebody broke into your fellowship hall area, stole things, and then cut the water pipes loose from the water heater, flooding your fellowship hall
· You experienced the horrific event of your sanctuary collapsing – and the insurance company denying payment

· But, just like the old Timex Watch Commercial: YOU’VE TOOK A LICKING – AND KEPT ON TICKING!
· While many others would have thrown in the towel – you’re still here!

· But, you’re empty!

· But here’s the GOOD NEWS: God loves to fill empty things!
· And just like this woman – God may now have you right where He wants you – to fill you!
To experience the revival you seek, realize:

1:  Emptiness Always Precedes a Filling

2:  We Have to Gather the Vessels For Filling

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.

Note:  Jesus did not give a schematic denoting a required height, circumference, the amount of volume a vessel could hold, or the material it is made from.  

He just instructed her to get as many empty vessels as she could find!

Empty vessels come in all different shapes and sizes:

· Some may have let her borrow a #3 washtub

· Some a #2 washtub

· Some a foottub

· Some a dishpan

· Some a gallon jug

· And others, an empty glass or a coffee cup!

Again, the empty vessels required for the miracle came in all different shapes and sizes – BUT IT TOOK ALL OF THEM!

Before your filling can come – you must fill this place with just as many empty vessels – of all different sizes – as you can find!

· They may not look like you

· Think like you

· Walk like you

· Talk like you

· Or act like you

BUT ARE THEY EMPTY – SEEKING A FILLING?

As you walk through the Bible, you will find empty vessels of all shapes and sizes that Jesus filled:

a.  In John Chapter 4 Jesus encounters The Woman at the Well.  

· Her life is empty

· She’s drawing water from a physical well

· She’s speaking to The Well of Living Water

· BUT - SHE’S AN EMPTY VESSEL!

Lyrics:  Fill My Cup Lord:

Like the woman at the well I was seeking
For things that could not satisfy; 
And then I heard my Savior speaking:
"Draw from my well that never shall run dry".

Chorus:  Fill my cup Lord, I lift it up, Lord! 
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul; 
Bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more 
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole!

Jesus loves to fill empty things!

b. In John Chapter 6, Jesus encounters a crowd with empty stomachs!

They were standing in the presence of The Bread of Life – but their stomachs were empty!

Jesus loves to fill empty things! 

c.  In the home of Jarius, He encounters the emptiness of loss caused by death!

But Jesus filled the house with Joy when he raised her to life!

Oh, did I happen to mention to you that - Jesus loves to fill empty things?
d.  Jesus encountered the “Emptiness of No Hope” when he encountered a Woman Taken in Adultery.  

But He fills her emptiness with a Hope She Had Never Known!

When we examine the New Testament, there is really only one story:  JESUS FILLS!
To experience the revival you seek, realize:

1:  Emptiness Always Precedes a Filling

2:  We Have to Gather the Vessels For Filling

3:  We Must Go to the Place Where the Filling is Transpiring

4 “And when thou art come in…”

Come in where? - HOME!  

· The miracle happened at home!

· She made space and time for God in her home and in her personal life

· Then the miracle occurred

· Then it spilled over to society!

Oh, but some of the characters we encounter in the Bible walk away empty:

· The Rich Young Ruler – had no room for Jesus among his great riches!

· The Pharisees listened carefully to His teachings, but they were too invested in laws, rituals, and ideas that could not be changed!

· Emptying is never painless – and not everyone will go there!
Church, Jesus wants to fill this church with His presence

· He wants to send revival

· The question we must answer is this:  Will we come as empty vessels to be filled by Him, or walk away empty?
In Luke 14: 16-24, you will find the parable Jesus taught about the Great Banquet

· Many were invited

· They were the People of God (Not the heathens!)

All made excuses!

The underlying question Jesus is answering is:  WHAT IS OCCUPYING THE SAPCE IN YOUR LIFE MEANT FOR GOD?

1:  The first needs to survey a field he has just purchased  

· This is personal gain.  

· STUFF!  

· We think stuff can fill the void of satisfaction we all have!

· Advertisers know that we all have this void.

· They present to us that if we’ll just redecorate that room, buy the newest gadget, or purchase the latest car – we’ll be satisfied.

· In reality, the only way to be satisfied is to: Come to the Banquet!
· In fact, Jesus goes on to say:  Those who don’t come – cannot eat of my Banquet Food!

ILLUSTRATION:

· When you get to feeling emotionally empty – go to Waffle House.  

· They’ll call you baby, sweetheart, and honey!  

· You’ll feel better! And won’t have to buy a new bedroom suite or car! ()

2:    The second has purchased five yoke of oxen

This is busyness!

Work, responsibility, busyness, producing!

He has no room for a banquet on his calendar!

3:  The third has gotten married – taken a wife – no further explanation necessary!

His family occupies the space in his life meant for God!

Back at the banquet -

· The servant reports back to the master that they have refused to come to the banquet

· The master instructs him to go to and get whoever is necessary to fill the banquet hall!

· He instructs him to fill it with people who have room in their schedules, priorities, and their souls!

· He instructs him to fill it with: OPEN people!

· He is saying:  I don’t care who they are, what they’ve done, or where they live.

· I don’t care if they have the appropriate wardrobe 

· I don’t care if they cannot make sparkling dinnertime conversation

· ALL I WANT IS EMPTINESS!

Close:

Emptiness within itself is not enough to experience the revival you seek.  It is only the starting point

There must also be a cleansing!

· When Solomon was building the temple, he placed ten lavers (Wash basins) around the temple.

· He put five on the North side and five on the South side

· The priest was to wash himself before entering

· This was symbolic for the washing away of sin!

· There must come the filling of the Holy Spirit of God

· And as I look across this congregation tonight – I see an eclectic mix of vessels!

· I see big ones, little ones, skinny ones, fluffy ones, pretty ones, and prettier ones!

· But all must be:

· Empty

· Clean

Ivory Soap 

· Advertises that it is 99.44% pure.

· Do you know what that means?

· It’s .45% contaminated!

· We must be pure!

DL Moody:

“I firmly believe that the moment our hearts are emptied of selfishness and ambition and self-seeking and everything that is contrary to God's law, the Holy Spirit will come and fill every corner of our hearts; but if we are full of pride and conceit, ambition and self-seeking, pleasure and the world, there is no room for the Spirit of God. I also believe that many a man is praying to God to fill him, when he is full already with something else. Before we pray that God would fill us, I believe we ought to pray that He would empty us. There must be an emptying before there can be a filling; and when the heart is turned upside down, and everything that is contrary to God is turned out, then the Spirit will come...” 

Preached:  4-30-17 @ Church on the Rock Revival.  Bethel and Davidson Baptist Churches in attendance. 

