8

Quality & Excellence

Colossians 3: 23-25

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Intro:

In this passage of scripture, Paul very clearly places an “expectation of quality and excellence” upon the work we do for Jesus.

First, he said, “Whatsoever ye do…”  

· “No matter the task, large or small, do it well, or not at all!”  

· Paul understood that there are no unimportant assignments in the work of the Lord!
· As Christians, we must apply this principle – first unto ourselves – then others!

First, he said, “Whatsoever ye do…”  

Secondly, he said, “… Do it heartily…”  Paul understood the importance of “attitude!” & “excitement!”  

Be 100% sold out to what God has called you to do!

ILLUSTRATION:

· It was Roberta Flack who said, “The situation you live in doesn’t have to live in you.”  (Attitude!)
· Wow!  What a powerful statement!  

· She is saying that in most cases we human beings are the masters of our own destinies.  

· You see, we have a choice in how our lives turn out.

· The Quality and Excellence of our lives – is not determined by the circumstances that SURROUND us rather, by the Jesus IN us! 

· It is that which lies within us, what we truly believe is possible, our attitude, that is of the utmost importance in our lives; not that which surrounds us. - Aaron McCollough!

· We have the power to rise above any and all circumstances we face in life, and we can do so, just as long as we don’t allow the negative situations we live in - to live in us!  

· In Proverbs 23: 7, King Solomon said it like this, “As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

· Therefore, we should be EXCITED about whatever it is we are doing for Jesus!  (Oh, Bro. Aaron, I’m plum trembly with excitement!) (Tell your face!)

ILLUSTRATION:

(You can Google “Landfill Harmonic” and watch a documentary on what I’m about to tell you)

· In a town in Paraguay, there is a town built around a garbage dump

· Every day 1,500 tons of trash is added to the dump

· The people make their living by scavenging the dump and seeking things to sell as recyclables

· The living conditions are as you might imagine

But a man named Chavez, a music teacher, came to the town and where others saw hopelessness and despair, he saw an orchestra

· He told the man who supervised the garbage dump to start looking for anything that could be salvaged to make musical instruments

· He made a cello from an old oil can

· He made drums that uses old x-ray films for drumheads

· Saxophones and other brass instruments are made from metal water pipes and he used old spoons to form the keys

· Today, they have a full orchestra made from recycled trash and played by the people of the village

· They have toured worldwide

· They have played before royalty and most prestigious venues 

· They call themselves:  Landfill Harmonics
They said:  The world sends us their trash – we send them our music!

THEY REPURPOSE TRASH!!!

***One lady said:  Just because you have nothing, doesn’t mean you can do nothing!
ILLUSTRATION:  (Speaking of Repurposing – Sometimes We Are The Ones in Need of REPURPOSING!)

· 10 year old boy Judo

· Bad car accident

· Had to amputate left arm

· Continued Judo

· Coach could see something in the boy he couldn’t see

· Continued to coach him

· Only taught him one offensive move

· Every day, of every week, or every month they practiced that one move

· Despite the boy’s pleas – the coach made him continually practice the one move

· Tournament

· Advance to final match

· Opponent was quicker and had both arms

· Match was a stalemate – until the opponent had a brief loss of focus

· The one-armed boy then executed the only offensive move he knew

· To everyone’s surprise, he won the match

· When someone asked the coach about how the boy won he said:

· Two reasons:

1. He mastered the most difficult move in Judo

2. The only defense the opponent has – is to grab the left arm of his opponent!
Sometimes we have to change our tactics!

ILLUSTRATION:  (Speaking of Changing Tactics)
· You guys know that I do Fresh Fire Ministries 

· You know that I post both audio sermons and sermon manuscripts 

· Well …

· It’s strange how that when you post something to the Internet, you automatically assume that everybody listens in the same dialect in which you are speaking.  

· We assume that because we have spoken, others have heard, and that communication has occurred.  

· In fact, one of the greatest misconceptions regarding communication - is the belief that it has occurred!  

· I was poignantly reminded of that this week! 

· I received an e-mail from Nana Kojo who lives in Ghana, West Africa.  

· He said, “I have been reading and listening to the sermons you post on your web site.  I also send them to friends and relatives. The challenge most of us have is concerning the audio sermons, which we struggle to hear because of the accent.  I therefore appeal to you that 'all' the audio sermons be converted to Word documents …” What?  Accent?  Me?  I don’t have an accent!  I understand me perfectly! (Lol!)  Huuummnnn, looks like I’ll be converting some audio sermons to Word format!

First, he said, “Whatsoever ye do…”  

Secondly, he said, “… Do it heartily…”  Paul understood the importance of “attitude!” & “excitement!”  

Thirdly, he says, “… As to the Lord, and not unto men.  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.”  

ILLUSTRATION:

· Steve jobs founded Apple Computers

· He understood what it took to build “excellence ‘into’ people!” 

· He knew that – most people don’t pursue excellence naturally!

· Forming a new company, he had the opportunity to set an expectation of excellence from the beginning

· But he also understood that – this could only take place if “HE BECAME THE EXAMPLE OF QUALITY HE EXPECTED!”

· HE HAD TO BE THE “YARDSTICK FOR EXCELLENCE!”

Listen to what he said: 

“Be a yardstick of quality.  SOME PEOPLE AREN’T USED TO AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE EXCELLENCE IS EXPECTED!”  (Repeat!) (Hello Church!) 

ILLUSTRATION:

· We don’t demand excellence anymore!

· “Don’t listen to how I sing this song, just listen to the words!”  (Okay, if that’s truly the standard – THEN JUST READ THE WORDS – DON’T SING! 

· Call yourself a “poet” – but not a “singer!”
Folks, here’s a truth:

· Quality ALWAYS attracts

· Mediocrity breeds INDIFFERENCE! 

· We should inspire and encourage others to do their best – as they see us model our best!

ILLUSTRATION: 

I heard a story the other day about a man who visited West Minister Abbey in England.


· It just so happened that while he was there that workers had removed the statues from the pulpit area to clean them
· This was the first time they had been moved for cleaning after many hundreds of years. 

· The backs of the statues had always been against a wall

· Amazingly, The workers discovered that the back of the statues were carved just as well and just as intricately as the front side. 

· That’s a rather stunning idea. 

· They knew that once they were put in place no human eye would see them
· Now why did they do that?   

· They did it because they knew that God would see them! 

· They were doing it “as unto the Lord” - and not to impress people. 

· ***Now, this is a key principle for you and me - they saw their work - as worship. 

· What they were doing with their hands - was worship to God. (Repeat!)

· You’ve heard the phrase “Whistle while you work.” Well, “Worshipping while you work” takes our Christian experience to a whole new level!! 

· I think we can look at it that way, work, if done for the King and in the presence of Christ, is done with excellence to be pleasing to Him rather than to impress people. That work then becomes worship.

When our “work becomes worship” in means that sometimes we have to change out tactics!

Close:
I believe God sent me here today, at this moment in time, with this message, for somebody in this congregation today:

1:  “The situation you live in doesn’t have to live in you.”  (Attitude!)

2:  You may need to Repurpose Your Life! (Adjust Your Tactics!)  The garbage or your life can be repurposed to produce a beautiful melody!

3:  You may need to be reminded that God sees all you do.  QUALITY MATTERS!  Give of your BEST to The Master!
4:  Your work – is your worship!
•
“No matter the task, large or small, do it well, or not at all!”  

•
There are no unimportant assignments in the work of the Lord!
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