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Coming to the End of Ourselves

Luke 7: 36-50

Text Scripture:
Luke 7:36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.

41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?

43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also?

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

Intro:

You have invited me to come this week and preach revival services (For which I am very thankful & grateful!) (
Therefore, I can only assume that you want both personal and corporate revival to occur

However, may I be so bold as to submit to you that many churches don’t experiencing revival - because they aren’t willing to experience the brokenness that revival requires?

Would it surprise you if I told you that the story I just read to you is about “two” “broken people” and that the one who “appears” to be the most “broken” - really isn’t?

In this story we see two people:

· One is a “Prostitute”
· The other is a “Professional Religious Rule Follower”
Now, if I asked you which one of these two you preferred to be, would you tell me the “prostitute,” living a life of moral debauchery, or the “rich, well-respected religious leader,” who appears to have “all his stuff together,” - the guy everyone looks up to? 

I want to contrast these two broken people, but before I do, I want to tell you a story:

ILLUSTRATION:

· Pastor Kyle Idleman tells the story of a man named Brian

· The pastor’s assistant had reminded him to call Brian

· As he looked over his notes he was reminded that Brian’s eighteen-month-old son had died a few weeks earlier

· The pastor didn’t know the details

· After expressing heartbreak for his loss, he allowed silence to settle in

· After a few moments, Brian spoke four words the pastor wasn’t prepared for: I BACKED OVER HIM

· More silence

· Brian explained that somehow, without anybody even knowing his child could, or had, opened the door and went outside

· The pastor asked Brian how he was doing

· Surprisingly, he began to tell of how, BECAUSE OF THE BROKENNESS THIS TRAGEDY CAUSED, he had gone from attending church once in a while – out of tradition – to RUNNING INTO GOD’S ARMS IN COMPLETE DESPERATION!

· Brian said, “I feel like I reached this point in my life when I had absolutely nothing left, and it turns out that for the first time in my life, Jesus has become real …”
Upon hearing this, Pastor Idelman posted on Facebook – “Fill in the blank:  Jesus became real when I: ______________?”

He said he got thousands of responses:

Jesus became real when:

· I was told I had stage 4 cancer

· I found out my husband was having an affair

· I could no longer pretend I was in control

· I sat on my bed with my dad’s gun in my hand but said a prayer before I pulled the trigger.  I don’t remember the last time I prayed

· I was forced out of my 30-year job and had no idea what I was going to do

· I was pregnant, my kidneys were failing, and the doctors told me to abort.  I prayed for the first time in a long time.  My daughter is now twenty-three

· I finally admitted I wasn’t strong enough to save my marriage or end my addiction to porn

· My husband was killed in a car wreck

· The ultrasound said the baby’s heart had stopped beating

But the one response that sum-up all the others read:

Jesus became real when:  I CAME TO THE END OF ME!

1:  Brokenness - That Brings Us to the End of Ourselves - is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek
ILLUSTRATION:

· I hear the story this past week about the older brother of one of my association church pastors

· For years everybody assumed the older brother was saved

· In fact, he presented himself that way

· He played the religious game

· He was a good church member

· But this past week his granddaughter died

· This tragedy produced brokenness within him as he had never experienced

· This brokenness caused him to realized that he wasn’t saved

· He gave his life to Jesus!

· Brokenness was the catalyst that BROUGHT HIM TO THE END OF HIMSELF! 
· Therein is where revival resides – THE END OF OURSELVES!
As I begin to contrast the two “broken people” in this story, there is a glaringly obvious point that must be acknowledged:  


· “The prostitute” has come to the end of herself.  

· Simon, the “Professional Religious Rule Follower” has not!

A:  The Prostitute

Something has drawn her to where she was!

What was it?

· Perhaps she had stood of the periphery and heard Jesus preach

· Maybe she was standing in the crowd when they brought a Woman taken in Adultery to Jesus and had heard Him say, “Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no more”

· Perhaps she was in the crowd when the 5,000 was fed

· Perhaps she had heard him teach somewhere

· Perhaps, perhaps, perhaps anything?

· We don’t know what it was

· But it is undeniable that she had witnessed something she couldn’t resist – and it was drawing her to Him

Because of this:


· She crashed a party where all the “religious muckety-mucks” were gathered

· She tossed social protocol to the side (Yes, she’s a prostitute – and she’s checking in at the religious leaders home!) (
· She tossed her pride to the side

· She probably scared the life out of some of those religious leaders in the room – cause she may have known some of them by name! 

· The prostitute has gone through the “Breaking Process” and she is  Beautifully broken – she locks eyes with Jesus – and all she sees is love and forgiveness
· There is no judgment coming from him

· No ridicule

· No rebuke

· Just acceptance and forgiveness

· She casts herself – totally broken – at his feet

· There is no doubt that she is totally broken!

· She is “Poured Out” on the floor at Jesus’ feet!

· SHE HAD COME TO THE END OF HERSELF – AND THAT’S THE PLACE SHE FOUND JESUS!

· SO IT IS WITH US!

· Do you know where you will find the revival you seek?  AT THE END OF YOURSELF – AND THE END OF YOUR CHURCH!

B:  Now Let’s Examine Simon: The “Professional Religious Rule Follower”

The strange twist in this story is that Simon, the Professional Religious Rule Follower, is “More Broken” than the prostitute on the floor at Jesus’ feet!

· It is evident that Simon was not a fan of Rabbi Jesus!

· It’s evident that his name came up on the “Host the Rabbi” sheet!

· It’s evident to me that Simon didn’t really want Jesus in his home!

· Why do I say that?  Because there were all sorts of “rules of etiquette” regarding hosting a Rabbi that Simon ignored!

Simon was NOT trying and just got it wrong – HE WASN’T EVEN TRYING!

· First, Simon should have greeted Jesus with “a kiss on the hand” as a “sign of welcome!”

· Simon blew that off


· Secondly, “foot washing” was a daily reality in a dusty culture that revered cleanliness.  In fact, at this kind of dinner, the host was expected to help wash the feet of his guests

· Simon blew this one off too


· Thirdly, was the custom of “anointing the head with oil” with very fine oil as a “gesture of hospitality”

· You guessed it – Simon blew that one off too!

Again, Simon wasn’t trying and just got it wrong – HE WASN’T EVEN TRYING! 

· And everybody in the room knew it!

This gives us a clue as to Simon’s opinion of Jesus!

· Because of his WEALTH – Simon is COMFORTABLE

· Because of his POWER – he is RESPECTED or at least FEARED

· Because he is at the TOP OF THE HEAP – he is ARROGANT

· This is a scenario everybody recognizes!

· He’s BROKEN – BUT IS TOO FULL OF HIMSELF TO REALIZE IT!

· Simon, the “Professional Religious Rule Follower” is breaking all the rules – and doesn’t care!

· The prostitute was “broken and poured out” BUT Simon was “broken and filled with himself!”
· She had come to the end of herself – Simon was at the beginning of himself!
Simon would have been a member of the Laodicean Church that Jesus admonished in Revelation 3:17 when He said, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”

Simon is so full of himself that he doesn’t even realize how broken he is!

The woman:

· Realizing that Jesus had received no kiss – continually kissed his feet

· Realizing His feet have not been washed, having no water or towel, uses her tears and her hair to wash His feet

· *And by-the-way, in that society, for a woman to “let down her hair” in public, with a man who was not her husband, was grounds for divorce and considered indecent!
· (Hear the audible gasp in the room when she pulls her harpoon!)

· And here is the irony of the story:  A DIRTY WOMAN CLEANSES THE FEET OF THE PERFECT SAVIOR! Wow!

Simon:

· Would have spent the first twelve years of his life – memorizing the first twelve books of the Old Testament

· By age fifteen would have memorized the entire Old Testament

· This means he could recite nearly three hundred prophecies regarding the Messiah

· And at that very moment is looking across the table at Him – and he is so broken that he treats the Messiah as an unwanted dinner guest!
· Simon’s brokenness is reveal by his unawareness of the fact that he is broken!

· The less a man sees his own brokenness– the more broken he really is!

The woman – realized her brokenness – CAME TO THE END OF HERSELF - and poured herself out before Jesus

Simon was so filled with himself – he didn’t even know he was broken!

1:  Brokenness - That Brings Us to the End of Ourselves - is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek

2:  Brokenness - That Reveals Our Flaws – is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek

Goodwill advertises that it wants items of clothing that are “Gently Used”
· The reality of life is that we are not “gently used,” but, are “Badly Broken!”

· Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

ILLUSTRATION:

In the physical world, broken things lose their value

· Broken dishes, glassware, and furniture are – thrown away

· Flaws are “fatal!”
· We live in a “throw away world!”

But in the Spiritual world, just the reverse is true!

· Broken things are precious

· Broken things reveal the beauty and power of God

· Flaws are openings!


Kintsugi is a ceramic restoration process developed in Japan in the 1500’s.

· Broken ceramic pieces are sealed together

· But instead of hiding the cracks – they are boldly highlighted

· And they are filled with gold!

· Normally cracked pottery is of far less value

· In Kintsugi pottery, most often the broken piece of pottery turns out to be more valuable than before it was broken!
So it is with us!

· As with Jeremiah at the Potters House – we learn that the Master Potter refuses to toss the flawed pieces – He just remolds them – and makes them of more value!

1:  Brokenness - That Brings Us to the End of Ourselves - is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek

2:  Brokenness - That Reveals Our Flaws – is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek


3:  Brokenness – That Reveals Our Faith – is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

· The woman was considered to be garbage

· She had no value

· She had no reason to hope


· But something brought her to Jesus

· That something was her faith!

· Faith that Jesus could make “something” from “nothing!”
Close:
I close with this: (You can Google Landfill Harmonic and watch a documentary on what I’m about to tell you)

· In a town in Paraguay, there is a town built around a garbage dump

· Every day 1,500 tons of trash is added to the dump

· The people make their living by scavenging the dump and seeking things to sell as recyclables

· The living conditions are as you might imagine

But a man named Chavez, a music teacher, came to the town and where others saw hopelessness and despair, he saw an orchestra

· He told the man who supervised the garbage dump to start looking for anything that could be salvaged to make musical instruments

· He made a cello from an old oil can

· He made drums that uses old x-ray films for drumheads

· Saxophones and other brass instruments are made from metal water pipes and he used old spoons to form the keys

· Today, they have a full orchestra made from recycled trash and played by the people of the village

· They have toured worldwide

· They have played before royalty and most prestigious venues 

· They call themselves:  Landfill Harmonics
They said:  The world sends us their trash – we send them our music!
One lady said:  Just because you have nothing, doesn’t mean you can do nothing!
1:  Brokenness - That Brings Us to the End of Ourselves - is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek

2:  Brokenness - That Reveals Our Flaws – is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek

3:  Brokenness – That Reveals Our Faith – is Often the Catalyst God Uses to Bring the Revival We Seek – COMING TO THE END OF OURSELVES!
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