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Discovering the Way Forward
Sermon 4:  Maybe We Need a Crisis
Exodus 14: 21-31

Text Scripture:

Exodus 14:21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.

22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.

23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,

25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

26 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.

27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.

29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.

30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.

31 And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.

Intro:
This is the third sermon in the series God has laid on my heart that I have entitled:  Discovering the Way Forward.  
· Sunday morning I preached on: God Means For You to be Where You Are (He commanded the Children of Israel to camp in the most untenable place possible.  They were locked in – but He wasn’t locked out!  He wants to put His Glory on Display!

· Monday night I preached on: Discovering the Way Forward by Looking to The Past (Getting back to the basics of our faith)   

· Last night I preached on:  Just Do the Next Logical Thing (As illogical as it seems!) 

· Tonight, I want to preach on this thought:  Maybe We Need a Crisis!  
I am honest when I tell you that this has been one of the best revivals I have had the privilege of being in, in a long, long time!  

· Maybe it was as much for the evangelist, if not more so, that it was for the church!

· After the service last night, I told Pastor Dwayne that perhaps we just need to have some congregational singing tonight and pray the benediction!  
· How are we gonna top last night?!!!
· But God has not led me to do that!

· He has led me to this thought:  Maybe We Need a Crisis!
As we continue to examine The Children of Israel at the Red Sea – it would be the understatement of the year to say:  THEY WERE FACING A CRISIS!  (Ya think?)
· However, as I have read the Bible, I have noticed that time after time, it took a crisis to get God’s people focused upon Him!

· It took a crisis to “unleash” the power of God into the lives of His people!

· So it is with us today!
· It should not be that way – as we have His power indwelling within us!

· However, often it takes a crisis in our lives to unleash His power in our lives!

Believe it or not, there are benefits associated with a crisis – and that’s what this sermon is about tonight.  JUST MAYBE WE NEED A CRISIS!

I want to examine three things a crisis does:  

1:  It STOPS Us

At this moment-in-time in the life of The Children of Israel, their life situation had stopped them cold!

· They could not go forward

· They could not go to either side

· And they could not retreat

· They were “locked-in” to their situation

However, as the Children of Israel, when our life situation stops us – it forces us to do some things!

a. It forces us to reprioritize  

ILLUSTRATION:


· As you, I have faced times of crisis in my life - that stopped me on a dime!
· One that comes to mind is when my two daughters were involved in a car crash.  

· Marianne and I received a call informing us of the crash 

· The only information we were given was – there had been a crash – they were on their way to the ER – go to the ER! 

· At that moment – that crisis REPRIORITIZED everything in our lives 

· Church member, Believer, Non-believer, whoever/whatever you are in this place – I wonder:  DO WE NEED A CRISIS?  
· WHAT ARE OUR PRIORITIES?  
· I SUBMIT TO YOU:  THE “HISTORY” OF OUR LIVES – REFLECT OUR PRIORITIES! 
b. It forces us to reexamine our faith
· Do we really believe?

· We’ll never know how much faith we have – until faith is all we have!

· Too often, I am like the father of the boy with a dumb spirit and a demon in Mark 9:23-24: ”Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”
· Too often, I am like the disciples as Jesus taught them of forgiveness in Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

c.  It forces us to rely on God


· To do the impossible
· To make a way where there is no way
d. It forces us “forward” into places/situations where we have never gone

· The Children of Israel had never walked in the middle on the sea!

· TO EXPERIENCE WHAT YOU’VE NEVER EXPERIENCED – YOU MUST DO WHAT YOU’VE NEVER DONE! (Reread!)

Three things a crisis does:  

1:  It STOPS Us
2:  It SAVES Us

Exodus 14:21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.
· Picture in your mind as the strong wind began to blow upon the Red Sea, causing the powerful surges of water that parted the Red Sea into two gigantic walls.
· The Red Sea becomes a picture of Salvation

· The God of the Crisis produced a way THROUGH the crisis!

For 400 years, between the Old Testament and the New Testament, mankind faced a crisis

· There were no Prophets of God

· The heavens were silent

· Mankind seemed “locked-in” to hopeless situation!

· But that silence was broken by the cry of a Baby – and the proclamation by angels in Luke 2:10-11: “…Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

· Into the Crisis of Mankind – The God of the Crisis – produced a way were there was no way!
· The Crisis of Mankind is - that because of the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden – the penalty of death fell upon all mankind!

· Romans 6:23(a) “For the wages of sin is death …”
· Hebrews 9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.

· All through the Old Testament – animals were offered as blood sacrifices

· But there had to a more perfect way – (Calvary was never an afterthought!)
· John declared in John 20:31 that Jesus was that More Perfect Way, “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”

· Jesus declared in   John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

· In Acts 4:12 we find, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

· In John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

· Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
The Good News is: 

Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
The Bad News is:
John 3:18(b) “… he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

ILLUSTRATION:

My conversion story – faced with the reality of the Crisis of Humanity – my sin – God made a way forward!

MY CRISIS PROIDUCED MY SALVATION!

Three things a crisis does:  

1:  It STOPS Us

2:  It SAVES Us

3: It SECURES Us
26 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.

27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.
I want you to get your mind wrapped around something you may have never really paid attention to:

The same Red Sea that produced salvation for The Children of Israel – THAT SAVED BY SAVING – also SAVED BY DESTROYING!
Their past - WAS NO MORE!

Their enemy was destroyed – and their way back to Egypt was destroyed as well!

· The Crisis of My Sin - caused me to seek Jesus!

· He provided a “Narrow and Straight Path” for my salvation

· But then – He destroyed my past!

· He “cutoff” any way of retreat!

· Many have been my failures since my salvation – but the sins before my salvation – ARE FOREVER GONE!

· The old Aaron died!

Close:
As I begin to close this sermon and this revival I wonder:

I wonder – DO WE NEED A CRISIS?

· Unbelievers:  You need to recognize the crisis you face:  If you die without Jesus – Hell will be your eternal home!

· Believers:  We need to recognize the Crisis of Complacency

· Yes!  It’s a big challenge we face – BUT WE SERVE A MIGHTY BIG GOD!!!

Three things a crisis does:  

1:  It STOPS Us

2:  It SAVES Us

3:  It SECURES Us
HE IS: THE GOD OF THE CRISIS!

· Do you know Him?

· Do you trust Him?
· Are you following Him?

I wonder, DO WE NEED A CRISIS?
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