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Discovering the Way Forward
Sermon #3:  Just Do The Next Logical Thing

Exodus 14: 15

Text Scripture:
Exodus 14:15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:

Intro:
This is the third sermon in the series God has laid on my heart that I have entitled:  Discovering the Way Forward.

· I preached Sunday morning on: God Means For You to be Where You Are (He commanded the Children of Israel to camp in the most untenable place possible.  They were locked in – but He wasn’t locked out!  He wants to put His Glory on Display!

· I preached last night on: Discovering the Way Forward by Looking to The Past (Getting back to the basics of our faith)   

· I have entitled this sermon:  Just Do the Next Logical Thing 

As we look at the context of the text scripture regarding the Children of Israel we find:
· God has just brought them out of Egyptian Slavery
· He commands Moses to tell them to camp at the place where they are.  
· And in this scripture, they are still in this most untenable place!

· The Red Sea is still before them

· The Wilderness is still on either side

· And Pharaoh is still coming up from behind

· Now, God tells Moses to tell them to do the next logical thing: Go Forward! (Huh?)
Now, you may say, Brother Aaron, that’s ILLOGICAL!  

· Really?

· Put it in context!

· There was a death sentence on all Hebrew baby boys – but the mid-wives saved Moses.  Was that logical?

· His mother floated Moses down the Nile in a raft and Pharaoh’s daughter took him as her son.  Was that logical?
· God made Pharaoh raise him and educate him.  Was that logical?
· Moses killed an Egyptian and had to flee to Egypt.  While there he met his wife and he became a shepherd for 40 years.  Was that logical?
· God appears to Moses in a burning bush that wasn’t consumed.  Was that logical?
· God sends Moses to Pharaoh with the message to let His people go – followed by all sorts of plagues.  Was that logical?
· Now they have not only come out of Egypt – they came out with a handsome cash of all the Egyptians gold!  They were rich!  Was that logical?

· Now, when you examine the command in light of what I’ve just said, is it logical?  ABSOLUTELY!

· Can’t you hear a conversation between two of them Jews?  

· One may have said:  I’m telling you, just as sure as I’m standing here, God’s gonna lead us right through that Red Sea!  Why else would He have brought us here?
· The other may have said:  Well, how you reckon He’s gonna do it?

· The other replied:  He’s gonna make a way – out of no way!  THAT’S HOW HE IS GONNA DO IT!!!  HE’S GONNA PUT HIS GLORY ON DISPLAY!

*As crazy as it may sound for me to say – SOMETIMES THE NEXT LOGICAL MOVE FOR US – IS THE MOST ILLOGICAL ONE!
May I submit to you that – FOLLOWING GOD DOESN’T ALWAYS MAKE SENSE?
I read in the Bible where time after time Jesus did the most illogical things!
· He was born of a virgin!  Illogical!
· As I preached last night, He called broke protocol by calling His own disciples – disciples who couldn’t cut in in Rabbi School – and who weren’t that good at the fishing trade either – AND CHANGED THE COURSE OF HISTORY WITH THEM!  Illogical!

· He healed a blind man.  He could have just said:  Be Healed.  However, He spat on the ground, made some clay, put it on his eyes, and told him to go to the Pool of Siloam and wash.  Illogical!

· He took His spit and placed in on the tongue of a man who couldn’t speak – and loosed his tongue.  Illogical!
· And on & on I could go – but you get the picture! 

· Again, sometimes the next logical move is the most illogical one!
ILLUSTRATION:

As I was writing this sermon, I thought about Marianne and me

· She and I are a “case study” in the most “illogical thing” being the “next logical thing!”
· June 8th, we will celebrate 43 years of marriage

· I remember when I met her and was “smitten” by her
· BUT NEITHER SHE NOR I COULD see the whole picture of our relationship at that moment.  (She was 15 and I was 18) (Illogical!)
· So, I did the next logical thing:  I got a date with her! (Illogically, she accepted!) 
· Then I did the next logical thing: I got my first kiss (And buddy, t was all over for her then!)
· Then I did the next logical thing: We went on more dates and I got more kisses

· Then I did the next logical thing: I fell in love with her

· Then I did the next logical thing: I asked her to go steady with me

· Then I did the next logical thing: I proposed to her

· Then I did the next logical thing: I married her

· Then we did the next logical thing: We started having babies

· Then we did the next logical things:  We bought a house and carved out careers while raising our babies – life happened!

· Then we did the next logical thing: We married our babies off!

· Then we did the next logical thing:  We became grandparents!

· Now we’ve done the next logical thing:  We have gotten old!

· And Marianne is joyously looking toward the next logical thing:  HER RETIREMENT! (She knows years, months, days, hours, minutes, and seconds!  BUT WHO’S COUNTING? (
· And before too much longer now, we’ll do the next logical thing in our lives: You see, Autumn is drawing on!  We’ll grow old together!
But all our lives has been lived – going forward – experiencing life – making mistakes – getting some things right – while all along watching God reveal His will in our lives – ONE STEP AT A TIME - as we simply: DID THE NEXT LOGICAL THING!
Now, I want to quickly give you three things that should govern our lives when we find ourselves in an untenable situation like The Children of Israel.
1:  We Must Purpose in Our Heart to Go As We Are Led of God
Exodus 14:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea.
Exodus 14:15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:
Two things:

1. God told Moses to tell The Children of Israel to: Camp.  HE WAS LED!

2. God told Moses to tell the Children of Israel to:  Go forward.  HE WAS LED!

There are many things you can say about Moses, but one thing we have to acknowledge – HE ONLY WENT AS HE WAS LED TO GO!

Because of this, Nehemiah 9: 19-21 says: “Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the way wherein they should go. 20 Thou gavest also thy good spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst. 21 Yea, forty years didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not.”
· Where God GUIDES - He PROVIDES!

· His WILL - will never lead us where His GRACE cannot sustain us!

And as I have been talking about, sometimes the places He leads us ARE MOST DIFFICULT!


We cannot see the way around, under, or over.  SO GOD JUST TAKES US THROUGH!
· He led Noah through the flood

· He led Moses through the Red Sea and the wilderness

· He led Joseph through a pit, Potiphar’s house, and a prison

· He led Paul and Silas through a Philippian jail

· And Jesus went through Calvary!

· Church, I don’t care how scary or foreboding your situation may appear - you will Discover Your Way Forward – When You Once Again Purpose in Your Heart to Go As You Are Led of God!  

· Go where the bushes are burning!

· Regardless of who remains on the sidelines – YOU get back into the game!
· Go back to the cutting-edge, exciting place of ministry!

· And ask God to give you a vision for something so magnificent for Him – that it is doomed to fail – except He intervenes!

We Discover the Way Forward When We:
1:  Purpose in Our Heart to Go As We Are Led of God

2:  Purpose in Our Heart to Go WHEN We Are Led of God
Exodus 14:15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:

The Children of Israel could only move when God gave the command!  

· He told Moses:  Tell them to go: NOW!
· How many of you know that God’s time table is often different from ours?
· We often mess things up – not because we do the wrong thing – BUT BECAUSE WE DO THE RIGHT THING – AT THE WRONG TIME!
· We must learn to: WAIT ON THE LORD!

· Psalms 27:13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
· Job 14:14 If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. 

· We must wait and go when we are led!

We Discover the Way Forward When We:

1:  Purpose in Our Heart to Go As We Are Led of God

2:  Purpose in Our Heart to Go WHEN We Are Led of God

3:  Purpose in Our Heart to Go Where We Are Led of God – As Implausible As It May Seem! 
· The way God led The Children of Israel was an “Impossible Path!”
· But it was the way He led!

· And though it made no sense, they had no choice but to “go forward” into the “impossible,” the “implausible,” and that which “they did NOT understand!”
ILLUSTRATION:

· The nineteenth-century theologian, CH Mackintosh believed that the Red Sea did not divide “all at once!”  

· Rather, he believed it opened “progressively” “as the Children of Israel moved forward,” so they had to trust God for “each fresh step!”  
· Mackintosh also said, “God never gives guidance for two steps at a time.  I must take one step, and then I get the light for the next.”  This keeps the heart in abiding dependence upon God!”  Wow!

You may think Mackintoshes’ deduction has no Biblical basis

· That’s not true

· When God was leading the Children of Israel across the Jordan River at flood stage, when did it part before them?  

· WHEN THE FOOT OF THE PRIEST TOUCHED THE WATER!

There is a promise of God that runs through the Bible:
· God says, in essence:  IF YOU WILL - I WILL!

· God gives us what we need as we go forward.

He gives:

· Progressive Grace (Provisions)

· Progressive Knowledge

Church:

· My God LEADS me: Step by step!

· He PROVIDES for me: Day by day!

· And He CARES for me: Moment by moment!

Listen to me, church:

· When you don’t what to do next, cast out fear and ask God to just show you the next logical step you should take.  

· Trust God for Guidance
· And if you cannot see what lies “dimly in the distance” of your life – JUST DO WHAT LIES CLEARLY AT HAND!
And above all:  DO NOT DOUBT IN THE DARKNESS WHAT GOD HAS SHOWN YOU IN THE LIGHT!

The One Who knows the “faraway future” reveals each “close-at-hand” step – AS NEEDED!

Close:
When you don’t know the way forward, what is the next logical step?

As implausible and impossible as it may seem:  

Go as you are led, when you are led, where you are led.

You will not fail!

Preached; 2-14-17 @ Mountville Baptist Church Mountville, Georgia
