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Discovering the Way Forward 
Sermon #1  

God Means For You to be Where You Are
Exodus 14: 1-2

Text Scripture:
Exodus 14:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea.

Intro:

· You are undoubtedly familiar with the Biblical story of the Children of Israel at the Red Sea
· But what you may not be so familiar with is, that God meant for them to be there!
· After their miraculous departure from Egyptian slavery, God tells Moses to tell the Children of Israel to turn and make their camp in the most untenable place/position they could have possible put themselves into

· Nobody, and I do mean nobody, from Moses to the least of the Children of Israel, liked being in the situation God placed them in

· The Red Sea was before them, the Wilderness was on either side of them, and Pharaoh was behind them!

· And all they were seeking was:  A WAY FORWARD!
As the Children of Israel, in life, all of us are on a journey from somewhere – to somewhere else

It may be a personal journey or it may be a Spiritual journey, but rest assured, we are on a journey from somewhere to somewhere else

I submit to you today that this church is on a journey from somewhere to somewhere else

God has already brought you a “mighty long way!”
And I believe He has wonderful plans for you

· Unfortunately, the journey is not always “peaches and cream”

· Often, just as He did with the Children of Israel, God turns us, and says, “Camp right here!”
· Our progress grinds to a halt

· Our situation becomes untenable

· We begin to fret and worry

· Nerves become frayed

· Personalities change

· Friends turn against friends
· We start nit-picking every little thing

· We start demanding to be heard and that things are done “our way!”
· And nobody, including the leadership, likes being in the situation God has placed us!

· And we find ourselves questioning God

· And the question becomes:  HOW DO WE FIND THE WAY FORWARD?
ILLUSTRATION:

· Not long ago the Falcons played the New England Patriots in the Super Bowl

· Unfortunately, for us Falcons fans, New England won

· However, be that as it may, there is a valuable lesson to be learned from this
· All year long the two teams adopted separate team mottos or a credos
· Both posted them in the locker rooms and all over their facilities:


· Falcons: Brotherhood (And Rise Up!)
· New England: Do “Your” Job 


· And because we have the advantage of “hindsight” – we know which motto carried the day!

I am here to tell you today that the only way forward for you and me individually, our families, our nation, and our churches:  IS FOR US TO “DO ‘OUR’ JOB!”

· As a Christian, it’s time for us to start doing “our” job as Christians!  (Living the Christian life!)

· As families, it’s time daddies, mommas, grandparents, sisters, brothers, and whoever – start doing their job!
· As Americans, it’s time we start doing our “civic duty” again – do “your” job!

· And as a church, it’s time we “do ‘our’ job” as a church!


· If you’re a preacher/pastor – do “your” job!

· If you’re a deacon – do “your” job!

· If you’re a teacher – do “your” job!

· If you’re a singer – do “your” job!

· If you’re a leader – do “your” job!

· If you’re a cook – do “your” job!

· If you’re the housekeeper – do “your” job!

· If you’re an usher or greeter – do “your” job!

You see, God turned the Children of Israel into a difficult place!
· He meant for them to be where they were

· God sometimes turns you and me

· He means for us to be where we are!
· Now, don’t miss this:  JUST BECAUSE OUR SITUATION HAS US “LOCKED-IN”, DOESN’T MEAN GOD IS “LOCKED-OUT!”
· So, the way forward begins when we:

· Stop asking, “How did I/we get into this mess?”

· And start asking, “How can God be glorified IN this mess?”  (Jesus in Gethsemane:  Father, put Your glory on display!)
Hey!  Our first step to seeing “parted waters” is realizing that God has put us, or allowed us, to be in a “difficult place” – for reasons perhaps only He knows!
The only way to find the way forward is by realizing we are here
1:  We Are Here By God’s Appointment

The Children of Israel, regardless of what they thought, or how difficult and untenable their situation, were there by God’s appointment!

And when we are where we are by God’s Appointment – He will show us the way forward!
· Hagar, Sara’s Handmaiden, banished from the Clan of Abraham – God provided a way forward!

· Noah!

· Joseph, dreamer, slavery, prison, - God provided a way forward!

· Moses, Egyptian royalty, killed a man, Shepherd, - God provided a way forward!

· And on & on I could go – BUT GOD PROVIDES A WAY FORWARD!

· Wherever you are today – God provides a way forward!

· Realize, you are where you are – by God’s appointment!
The only way to find the way forward is by realizing we are here

1:  By God’s Appointment
2:  In His Keeping

Matthew 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.
In the midst of all my situations and days – I am in God’s keeping!

He shows me the way forward – by reminded me that – I am “Kept” by Him!

I’M ON CHILD SUPPORT!

Psalms 139:7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.

9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.

12 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 

13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.

14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

The only way to find the way forward is by realizing we are here

1:  By God’s Appointment

2:  In His Keeping
3:  Under His Training
· God never wastes a hurt!

· All the situations of my life, good and bad, have molded me to what I am today!  (Good or bad!)

· He’s still working on me!

· The way forward is through His training!

The only way to find the way forward is by realizing we are here

1:  By God’s Appointment

2:  In His Keeping

3:  Under His Training

4:  For His Time

Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

· He will show me the way forward – in His time

· The sun doesn’t shine on the same dog every day!

· I’m just an old chunk of coal – BUT I’M GONNA BE A DIAMOND SOMEDAY!

Close:
As The Children of Israel, we must remember that sometimes, what we consider to be the worst day of our lives - is really the greatest – because God is about to reveal:  THE WAY FORWARD!
But we must remember - He will do it:

· In His own way

· In His own time

· For His own glory!

Psalms 34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.

· Church, I believe God has sent me here this week for you!
· I believe that, individually, corporately, or perhaps both, God has directed your path into a Red Sea situation

· The Red Sea is before you, the wilderness is on either side of you, and satan is behind you

· You don’t know the way forward!
· But I again remind you – JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE “LOCKED-IN”, DOES NOT MEAN GOD IS “LOCKED-OUT!”
But remember:

The only way to find the way forward is by realizing you are where you are: 

1:  By God’s Appointment

2:  In His Keeping

3:  Under His Training

4:  For His Time

And, he will reveal your way forward:
· In His own way

· In His own time

· For His own glory!
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