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The Importance of Staying
When Everything Within You Wants to Leave
Acts 16: 22-40

Text Scripture:
Acts 16:22 And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them.

23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.

35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men go.

36 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and go in peace.

37 But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out.

38 And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans.

39 And they came and besought them, and brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the city.

40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed.

Intro:

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where everything within you wanted to “cut and run” – but God said, “stay?”
Another way to ask it:  Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you have prayed and prayed for Gods deliverance – only to discover than when a way for deliverance came – God wouldn’t let you go?
· Perhaps it was/is a ministry assignment

· Perhaps it was/is a job

· Perhaps it was/is a relationship

· Perhaps it was/is a commitment

· Perhaps it was/is a marriage, or a thousand other things …

· *And perhaps it was/is a sermon you were listen to me preach!!! (
In life, these situations come!

· Another question:  Have you ever read a passage of scripture, perhaps hundreds of times, only to reread it one day and say, “Wow!  I never saw that!?”
· Lately, I find that happening quite often!

· In fact, such is the case with this scripture today!

You know the story:

· Paul & Silas had encountered the rich lady, Lydia, the Seller of Purple

· After that encounter, they were being harassed by the demon in the little girl who was a fortune teller

· They cast the demon out

· That dries up her master’s “money stream”
· They bring them before the “officials” – who have them beaten and thrown in jail

· At midnight Paul & Silas have a prayer & praise meeting

· The earthquake comes and all the cell doors fly open and the restraints fall off

· The jailer comes running – and due to the fact that - if any of the prisoners escape – it will cost him his life – he is ready to commit suicide
· Paul calls to him and tells him they are all there and to do himself no harm

· He comes inquiring about salvation – and at that very moment – he and his family comes to faith in Jesus!

· Then the “officials” release Paul & Silas

Now, the part I had not paid attention to in this story is found in verse 28 when Paul cried out to the jailer, “…Do thyself no harm: for we are “all” here.”
 “Nobody ran away!”
Now, while Paul and Silas, and the redemption of the Jailer and his family are indeed the focal point of this story – not the prisoners - the presence of the prisoners is the key to the miracle that was about to happen!
· Now, if you were one of those prisoners, I don’t think it would be a stretch of the imagination to believe that – you had been praying for this day!

· Those prisons weren’t like prison today

· They were filthy
· There were no “human rights” (Paul & Silas Were Beaten!)
· There were no “amenities”
· And most likely, you had spent all of you walking hours – and perhaps the majority of your sleeping hours – scheming about and praying for a way to escape!

· Now it has come – and you can’t go!  (I don’t know if God sent an angel to keep them there – or just simply changed their minds – but the fact is:  THEY STAYED PUT WHEN EVERYTHING WITHIN THEM WANTED TO LEAVE!)

· But may I submit to you today that “Real Freedom” is found in “being in God’s will” - wherever that may be? (Repeat!)
Paul cried to the jailer, “We are ALL here” – Understand that the miracle that was about to happen was predicated on ALL of them staying in their place – when they wanted to run!  (If one escaped, the jailer commits suicide!)
Now, here is the question this sermon is built upon:  What Would Make These Prisoners Stay When Everything Within Them Wanted to Go?
1:  When You Hear Something You’re Not Accustomed to Hearing – It Will Cause You to Stay!
25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
I believe the Prisoners:

· Knew Paul & Silas Circumstances:  Jailed for Preaching Jesus and Modeling Christianity  (But maybe they had seen others jailed for that)
· Knew Paul & Silas Condition:  Whipped and beaten black & blue  (But maybe they had seen others the same way)

But then, knowing their Circumstances and Condition – they heard something from them they hadn’t heard from the others: “… at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God…”

There is something different about these two!

· They’re not complaining!
· They’re not blaming everybody else for their situation

· They’re not cursing God!
· They can’t believe their ears – IN THE MIDST OF THEIR HORRIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES – THEY ARE PRAISING GOD!
ILLUSTRATION:

Anabaptists: 

· Being burned alive at the stake for their faith in Jesus – their tormenters fashioned a mouth clamp that held a live coal from off the fire that they would insert into their mouth.

· This caused the tongue to swell to the point they couldn’t speak

· They weren’t doing this to cause them more pain

· They did it to stop them from blessing and praying for their executioners as they were burning alive!

· The church as we know it today – is experiencing a “mass exodus!”
· The tide might be stemmed – if those leaving began to hear something from the church they aren’t accustomed to hearing!

· The world doesn’t need to hear how bad things are – they need to hear how good God is – even in the midst of our troubles and trials! (Repeat!)
What Would Make These Prisoners Stay When Everything Within Them Wanted to Go?

1:  When You Hear Something You’re Not Accustomed to Hearing – It Will Cause You to Stay!

2:  When You Experience a Manifestation of the Power of God in a Way You’ve Never Experienced it – It Will Cause You to Stay!   

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

Now, I readily admit:  I’m not the sharpest knife in the drawer – or the brightest Crayon in the box!

But these old boys saw a manifestation of the power of God like they had never seen before!

· In my mind, I can reconcile the earthquake

· I can reconcile the earthquake knocking the prison doors off their hinges

· What I have trouble with – is how did that earthquake loosen the shackles off their wrists and ankles?
Listen, when you see the Power of The Living God loosed in ways you cannot comprehend – IT WILL CAUSE YOU TO STAY PUT – WHEN EVERYTHING WITHIN YOU WANTS TO RUN!

ILLUSTRATION:
· Angel on the tomb

· Perhaps one says, let’s go back to heaven

· Perhaps the other says, “Are you kidding me? All heaven and hell are about to rumble in the battle of the ages – and I have a ringside seat!

· I ain’t going anywhere!

· I want to see what’s about to happen!”
And when the church begins to display the Power of God in ways people aren’t accustomed to seeing – they’ll stay put!

What Would Make These Prisoners Stay When Everything Within Them Wanted to Go?

1:  When You Hear Something You’re Not Accustomed to Hearing – It Will Cause You to Stay!

2:  When You Experience a Manifestation of the Power of God in a Way You’ve Never Experienced it – it Will Cause You to Stay!   

3:  When You Realize That Somebody Else’s Miracle is Depending On You – You’ll Stay Put
· The miracle was:  Salvation for the Jailer and His Family!

· If just one prisoner deserted his post – a family would be condemned to hell

· Eternity was hanging in the balance

I believe if we realized that today – there would be a whole lot less people pulling the rip cord in our churches today!

· IT AIN’T ALWAYS ABOUT US!

· SOMETIMES WE ARE REQUIRED TO STAY PUT – SO SOMEBODY ELSE’S MIRACLE CAN HAPPEN!

We need:

· Encouragers

· Cheerleaders

Their presence enabled Paul to:

· Know what he couldn’t know & see what he couldn’t see!!!

· Paul called to the Jailer, “We are ALL here.”

· How could he know it was the jailer?

· How could he know they were all there?

· It was dark in there!

· It was midnight!

· And in verse 29 the Bible says, (The Jailer) “ … called for a light …”
· HEY!!!   If the jailer couldn’t see – Paul couldn’t see!

But because they stayed – didn’t run – IT EMPOWERED PAUL TO KNOW AND SEE WHAT HE COULDN’T KNOW AND SEE – AND IT LED TO SALVATION FOR OTHERS! 

What Would Make These Prisoners Stay When Everything Within Them Wanted to Go?

1:  When You Hear Something You’re Not Accustomed to Hearing – It Will Cause You to Stay!

2:  When You Experience a Manifestation of the Power of God in a Way You’ve Never Experienced it – it Will Cause You to Stay!   

3:  When You Realize That Somebody Else’s Miracle is Depending On You – You’ll Stay Put

Close:

I want you to understand what we’re seeing here:

The prisoners stayed:

· With no hope of their situation improving! (Preach here awhile!)

· With no hope of their sentence being commuted!  (Preach here awhile!)

What Would Make These Prisoners Stay When Everything Within Them Wanted to Go?

1:  They heard something they weren’t accustomed to hearing:  Praise and Prayer in the midst of the most adverse circumstances

2:  They saw a manifestation of The Power of God – like they had never seen before!

3:  They Realized That Somebody Else’s Miracle Was Depending Upon Them Staying Where God Needed Them! 

What You’re Doing – MATTERS!:

I close with this story:

Start Trek TNG

· They encounter a probe

· It zaps Captain Picard and knocks him out

· In real time he is only unconscious for 4-5 minutes

· In that time – he lives and entire lifetime – is married – has children – experiences everything there is to know about a civilization that has been extinct for thousands of years

· And the tag line to the whole episode is:  That civilization simply wanted somebody to know they existed.  They were real.  They felt.  They loved. And they mattered!
· You may be only one person

· Your circumstances may be deplorable

· BUT YOUR PRESENCE MATTERS!

EVERYTHING WITHIN YOU MAY BE SAYING “CUT AND RUN” – BUT WHEN GOD SAYS STAY – STAY! – YOUR PRESENCE – MATTERS!
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