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Three Kind of Servants God Wants on His Team in 2017
Genesis 22: 1-19

Hebrews 11: 17-19

Text Scripture:
Genesis 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. 

15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

Intro:

· I am gratefully to God for placing it upon the heart of Pastor Tom Kennedy of Friendship Baptist Church in LaGrange, to sponsor this community-wide joint worship service on New Year’s Day.

· I am grateful to Pastor Tim Tidwell and the congregation of Oakside Baptist for hosting.
· I am grateful to all of the churches and individuals in attendance 

· And I am grateful to those who have and will share their talents in this service
· And I’m looking forward to hearing a “good preacher” preach when Brother Dennis Farr takes this pulpit - in just a little while.

Pastor Tom Kennedy assigned a theme to this meeting:  One MIND.  One MOUTH.  One SERVICE.  
· This theme is derived from Romans 15: 6, which states, “That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

· If there has ever been a time when Bible believing Christians – and Christian churches in Troup County, Georgia need to come together and adhere to this thought – IT IS NOW!
· Yes, we are “many” individual Christians, Christian churches, and Christian “denominations.”  
· However, in Christ, we are all members of “His body.”  
· Therefore, we should think with one mind, (The mind of Christ!) we should speak with one mouth (His Holy Word!) and we should be in one service!  (His!)  
· You see, we serve the Same King!  
· We’re members of the Same Team! 
· Don’t you think it’s just about time we started acting like it?

As I have prayed, pondered, and studied for this sermon, God has not allowed me to get away from the text scripture I have read in your hearing.

I do not fully understand what God wants to accomplish through this sermon – and in reality, it’s none of my business - but I do know that it is His will for Aaron McCollough to preach what He has given me!
· When I examined the theme Pastor Tom Kennedy assigned to this meeting, I did not hear him calling us to expand our “individualism,” our “talents,” our “opinions,” or our “denominationalism!”  
· Rather, I heard a “clarion call” and a “challenge” for us, the Christians and Christian churches in Troup County, Georgia to begin to function as a TEAM! 

In Romans 12:5 Paul says, “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” 

Paul is describing – A TEAM!
I like what he says, “… and every one members one of another.”
· You may not like - the way I part my hair

· You may not like – the clothes I wear

· You may not like – the way I walk and talk

· You may not like – the way I worship

· You may not like – that I preach from a KJV Bible - and that I’m unapologetically an ole wind-sucking, snot slanging, hellfire and brimstone preacher!
· You may not like my – chosen denomination

· And you may not like – a thousand other things about me

· But here is where the joke is on you – in Jesus – you’re a part of me – and I’m a part of you! (*And there ain’t a thing you can do about it! – So, there!  Nanny, nanny, boo, boo!) (
· We’re on the same team!

· Team Jesus!

· And we agree upon far more – than we disagree! (Repeat!)
· And “in Christ,” you cannot be “separated from me” anymore than I can be “separated from you!”
Now, as we look at the text scripture – we see a team!
So, for a little while, I want to examine this scripture as I try to deal with the thought:  Three Kind of Servants God Wants on His Team in 2017

1:  God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Who Will Watch After the Donkeys 
As we examine this team - we see different members.  We see:

· God – Who is orchestrating this whole test of Abraham

· Abraham – who is The Father of Faith

· Isaac - who is the Representation of Fallen Man
· The Angel – who has a Message from God

· The Ram - Who is a Representation of Jesus

· The Donkey – Who is a Donkey

· And the Two Servants – Assigned to Watch the Donkey.  (Note:  The donkey has more status/value than the two servants.  How do I know this?  You don’t see anybody assigned to watch them, do you? ()
Now, here’s what I want to make sure you don’t miss:

It was only AFTER, Abraham assigned the men the task of “watching the donkey” – that the miracle of God’s intervention on behalf of Isaac occurred! (Repeat!)
· Because they watched the donkey – Abraham AND Isaac could go WORSHIP

· Because they watched the donkey – Abraham could make his great Proclamation of Faith: “We will return!”
· Because they watched the donkey – The Angel could make his proclamation – There’s a ram caught in the thicket – offer him!
· Because they watched the donkey – The Ram could be revealed!  (Abraham didn’t see him!)

· Because they watched the donkey – They would witness Faith Modeled on a scale that has never been matched! (Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.)

Commonsense teaches me that these two guys, if not “Professional Donkey Watchers,” at the least had a Working Knowledge of how to watch a donkey – and they were obedient to their master’s command!

I submit to you that just as the Bible says in Matthew 10:42 that, “… whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward,” SO THE WATCHERS OF THE DONKEY SHARED IN THE GREATEST ACT OF FAITH EVER KNOWN BY MANKIND! *Teamwork makes the Dream Work!
I submit to you – God wants servants ON His team in 2017 who are willing to watch the donkeys! 
· He doesn’t need - more superstars
· He doesn’t need - more angels making proclamations

· He doesn’t need - more people on the mountain top where the miracle is about to happen

· He needs more folk at the bottom of the mountain – Watching Donkeys!
1:  God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Who Will Watch After the Donkeys 
2:  God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Willing to Dwell in the Cellars 
Since Donald Trump’s election as President in November 2016, he has been steadily assembling those who will serve in his cabinet
In 1st Chronicles 27: 25-34, we see where King David had assembled a cabinet to serve him

This list of officials from David’s kingdom can teach us some lessons about serving the Lord.  

1.  Each Person Had A Place Of Special Service.

· God chooses what we do, 

· God chooses where we do it, and to what extent it is done.  

· No one else can do the job you have been specially designed to do!

2.  Each Person Was Called By Name – 

· God knows each of us by name, 

· He cares for and keeps up with His Own

3.  Each Person Served In Different Capacities - 

· God puts us where we are.  

· We are to grow and bloom where He plants us!

4.  Each Person Was Placed Where They Were By the King – 

· Anywhere the Lord places you is a special place of service.  

· He knows where He can best use your gifts for His glory and for the edification of the whole church, 
Eph. 4:16, “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”

In verse 28 of that passage, we find a “strange” entry. “… and over the cellars of oil was Joash”

What can we learn from a passage such as this?  

· Well, we can learn a lot about a person’s faithfulness to the Lord in how he serves - in his assigned place of service.  

· You see, Joash represents many Christians/the church today.
· His place of service was in a cellar where it was dark, damp, musty, uninviting, and obscure! 

· Like Joash, many Christians serve the Lord in obscurity.  

· Yet, the service they provide is absolutely essential in the life of the church.  

1: THE DUTIES OF HIS JOB:

A. Keep The Oil

a. While the oil in David’s day was a measure of commerce, a commodity that was traded, it was also a symbol of the Kings Wealth!
b. But just so you know where I’m headed with this line of thought – in the Bible – most of the time when oil is mentioned – IT REPRESENTS THE SPIRIT OF GOD!
c. Oh!  Today we need Keepers of the Oil of the Spirit of God!

B. Stay In Place (Often the battle is won by outlasting somebody else!)
C. Watch For Intruders (False doctrines and Charlatans) 

We need watchers in our day! 

· We need some people who are wide-awake, ensuring that the Oil of the Spirit is not stolen by the thieves of:  Complacency, apathy, worldliness, or popularity. 

· It would be easy to let the guard down when alone and discouraged in the cellar!

· But here’s the Good News! – EVERY ONCE IN AWHILE – THE KING WILL DROP BY THE CELLAR TO CHECK ON THE OIL – AND FOR JUST A LITTLE WHILE – YOU HAVE HIM ALL TO YOURSELF! (
1:  God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Who Will Watch After the Donkeys 

2:  God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Willing to Dwell in the Cellars
3:  God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Willing to Forfeit Their Freedom to Advance His Kingdom
· You all know the story of Paul and Silas – how after being beaten was thrown into jail – and at midnight began to have a praise and prayer meeting!

· An earthquake came and all the cell doors in the prison were thrown open and the bands were loosened!  (Note:  I haven’t got it figured out yet how an earthquake caused bands that were bradded, to be loosened!) (  
· Now, here’s what I want you to see – in that day, if a prisoner escaped, then the jailer had to carry out his sentence
· This meant that if one was condemned to die – the jailer died!

· This is why the Bible said he would have killed himself

· Note:  Prisons of that day did not have the amenities of our prisons today!  They were horrible places!

· No doubt, the prisoners had been praying, longing, and hoping for something like this to occur – where they could escape!

· BUT GOD HAD A BIGGER PLAN AT WORK HERE – THE SALVATION OF A JAILER AND HIS FAMILY – AND IT “REQUIRED” ALL TO BE IN THEIR PLACE!  (Church, I wish somebody would help me right here!  If we’re to reach Troup County with the Gospel of Jesus Christ – it “requires” all of us to be in our place!!!)

· The jailer came running and “called for a light!”
· Paul cried out for him to do himself no harm, for they were all there!

· Note:  If the jailer couldn’t see without a light – how could Paul possible know they were all there???  God!

· Now, I don’t know if God sent some big angels, or how He got the prisoners to stay put!  And it really ain’t important how!
· The point is – they forfeited their freedom – stayed in their place – so a jailer and his family could have EVERLASTING FREEDOM!

Close:

As I begin to head toward my seat, I do so by stating, if we are to live up to the motto of this meeting in 2017:  One MIND.  One MOUTH.  One SERVICE, then it REQUIRES that as fellow Christians and Sister Churches that we begin to function as God’s team.

As I take my seat, I remind you that God Wants Servants on His Team in 2017 Who:

1:  Will Watch After the Donkeys 

2:  Are Willing to Dwell in the Cellars

3:  And Who Are Willing to Forfeit Their Freedom to Advance The Kingdom of God.
I wonder … will you commit tonight to be the servant God wants on His Team in 2017?

Preached: 1-1-17 @ Community-wide New Year’s Day Worship Service that was sponsored by Friendship Baptist Church in LaGrange and held at Oakside Baptist Church in LaGrange, Georgia.  
